Sister Dorothy Stang SND
Fourth Anniversary of her Martyrdom

Narrator: This is the 4th anniversary of the death of Sister Dorothy Stang. Each year she becomes more well-known – but not because of how she died. Dorothy becomes more admired, respected and maybe feared because of how she lived.

Our sister Dorothy was among those honored with the 2008 United Nations Human Rights Award. This was the citation read out by President of the Assembly, Miguel d’Escoto:
Voice 1: Sister Dorothy Stang spent nearly four decades in Brazil defending the human rights of the poor, landless and indigenous populations…She worked tirelessly, together with the farmers of the region, to help them rebuild their livelihoods, cultivate their land and defend their rights from illegal loggers and ranchers. Sister Dorothy became a symbol of the fight to preserve the rainforest and to protect the rights of the most vulnerable groups. After receiving several death threats for her work in Brazil, she commented. “I don’t want to flee, nor do I want to abandon the battle of these farmers who live without any protection in the forest. They have the sacrosanct right to aspire to a better life on land where they can live and work with dignity while respecting the environment.”
Suggestions: The ALL [see below] should be  said with gusto. It’s a little bit funny…Voice 2 should practice well so it can be read from the point of view of the original speaker.)

Narrator: What would it take to be a saint like Dorothy?

ALL: Dorothy’s no saint. She may be a martyr but she’s no saint. (Marguerite Stang)
Voice 2: There’s a picture of her in her high school uniform. She has her sleeves rolled up. We were not allowed to do that. And yet she rolled them up every day. She’d be told to put them back down. Back up they’d go. (Sr. Joan Krimm)
ALL: Dorothy’s no saint. She may be a martyr but she’s no saint.

Voice 2: We had our training center at San Rafael. We had to get there by canoe. Everything we used to build the center went over in a canoe: the bricks, the tiles to cover the roof. And then at the other side we had to carry it up on our backs. We spent years doing that.
Finally, three young men built a cable bridge across the river. It’s safe, but it swings. So the guys had just put the slats across, but they hadn’t nailed them yet. They were loose. They looked up and there’s Dorothy walking across the bridge. Any one of the slats could have slipped. They almost died until she got to the other end.  That’s Dorothy.  (Sr. Jane Dyer)

ALL: Dorothy’s no saint. She may be a martyr but she’s no saint.

Voice 2: Dorothy wanted to get a lot done in a short time. She wasn’t going to mess with…she wasn’t going to dawdle. She had this vision that enabled her to put things together. She dreamed big too. Like that fruit factory. It started out as a cottage industry. And all of a sudden she’s got on the kitchen table a blueprint for this factory. And I’m saying: Dorothy, you’ll never get that. It’s way too big. The people won’t be able to deal with that. It’s not going to work.  And, you know?, it’s there. It’s there. (Sr. Rebecca Spires)
ALL: Dorothy’s no saint. She may be a martyr but she’s no saint.

SONG

Discussion

Do you think there’s a difference between a saint and a martyr? (Or whatever would be appropriate for your group.)
Narrator: What made Dorothy tick?

Side 1. Dorothy was a product of her time.

Side 2. The civil rights, peace and feminist movements were taking root in the United States.

Side 1. The church was moving tentatively but optimistically into the modern era.

Side 2. The Second Vatican Council had a spirit that gave voice to the people.
The Voice of the People Story (A skit)
(At least four participants  are needed:  the Narrator, Joan Krim, the People, and the Sisters.  Joan Krimm and Sisters might need big name tags. The People are crowded together silently.) 
Narrator: Every six months the people gathered at the landowner’s house to hear Mass, get married, baptize babies. The sisters and the priest stayed there too. The people just stood around. They said nothing; they were just packed together. The first time the sisters witnessed this spectacle it was very unsettling, They people were herded like cattle. They had no idea what was going on.

Joan Krimm: When we got home that night, Dot and I cried.

Narrator: The sisters decided that in the future they would stay in the people’s houses. But it was hard for the people to get used to this.
People: We never did this before! And we don’t have the food that the landowner always gave you.

Sisters: If you have no food, we don’t eat. If you only have rice and beans, that’s what we’ll eat.

Narrator: Needless to say, this did not please the landowners.

(End of skit.)
Narrator: What made Dorothy tick?
Side 1: Dorothy loved the rainforest.  She said, “I am made of what the forest is made of.”

Side 2: She said, “The death of the rainforest is the death of the people.”

400,000 Seeds Skit: A Story from Sr. Jane Dwyer
(Three voices are needed: Narrator, Dorothy, Government Agent)
Narrator: Dorothy would do anything to help restore the rainforest. She went to this government agent that we have in town who works with cacao.
(Note to Narrator:  You can say cocoa.  It will be easier for speaker and listeners.)

Dorothy: I need 400,000 seeds for my people, for our projects.

Agent:  Listen, we don’t even get 400,000 seeds for the whole municipality.   I mean, it’s impossible.

Dorothy: But I need them. I have to get them. They have to plant them.

Agent: Well, go ahead.  Write a proposal. But you won’t get them.

Narrator: Dorothy sat down right that minute, and in her own handwriting, sent it off. The agent was certain it was an exercise in futility. After all, he couldn’t get that many for an entire municipality. (pause) She got them. Four hundred thousand cocoa seeds.  (pause) Because you can believe she followed up with a hundred phone calls.  (Note to Narrator:  This last line should be delivered with great emphasis as it is important to who Dorothy was and how she operated.)
SONG

Discussion
How has Dorothy’s story changed your life? (Or whatever question would be appropriate for your group.)
Prayer (Sister Sandra Araujo dos Santos)
Dorothy, thank you for the innumerable seeds that you have planted in the hearts, in the lives of hundreds of people, in the very Mother Earth, whom you loved so much.

Long live your seeds of resistance!             (Sung Response)
Long live your seeds of peace and joy!       (Sung response etc……
Long live your seeds of respect for life!

Long live your seeds of sharing and of dreams!

Long live your seeds of faith and perseverance!

New voice entirely
(This person has to know how to rally the group.)
Dorothy has been described in so many different ways. Stand up if any of these descriptions apply to you: 

stubborn/ ornery/ irritating

tough as nails

a lot of fun/a party

impulsive/every-ready/gun-ho

not a team player

and finally, at one of the trials Dorothy’s good friend and lawyer for the prosecution described Dorothy as a Citizen of the World. Stand up if this is your goal too!

Concluding Song!!!!!!!!!!

